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Followers

• 8.7 million involved in evangelism.

• 1.4 billion hours spent preaching.

• Bible studies with more than 5.9 million 
individuals.

• 120,000 congregations.

• They’re growing… 
increased 0.7% in 2021 

+609,000 people in 1 year



Publishing

• Focused on distributing print material.

• Awake! – for the public.

• The Watchtower – instructs 
members on doctrines.

• The New World Translation –
their “translation” of the Bible.

• Can find everywhere, doctor’s offices, 
doorsteps, beaches, etc.

• 227 million copies of the New World 
Translation.
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A good 
Jehovah’s 
Witness…



A good 
Jehovah’s 
Witness… 
(Cont’d)

• Must use God's proper name (Jehovah).

• This is required for proper worship.

• Must refuse blood transfusions.

• Even for life & death situations

• Based on interpretation of Acts 15.

Acts 15:28–29 – “For it seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things: that you 
abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, 
from things strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, 
you will do well. Farewell.”



A good 
Jehovah’s 
Witness… 
(Cont’d)



A good 
Jehovah’s 
Witness… 
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A good 
Jehovah’s 
Witness… 
(Cont’d)



…or else face being 
excluded!

• Those who do not follow all doctrine and 
practices are excommunicated / shunned / 
disfellowshipped.

• Members must avoid anybody who is 
disfellowshipped (even family). 



God’s Organization

• Truth is knowledge that is only available to Jehovah’s Witnesses.

o Truth can only be learned through The Watchtower.

• They teach they are God's "visible organization" on earth.

o God’s kingdom is a literal government in heaven.

o It was established in heaven in 1914 when Jesus returned 
spiritually.

o Jehovah's Witnesses serve as representatives of the kingdom on 
earth.

• Members of the Governing Body provide divine guidance to properly 
interpret the Bible.

o Must not try to interpret the Bible yourself.

o Must not study any other materials.

• Exclusive

o Only Jehovah's Witnesses represent true Christianity.

o You and every other person in every denomination are not real 
Christians (really worshipping Satan).



Biggest Challenge…

“To the average Jehovah’s Witness, the Watchtower has the greatest theologians and Bible experts. 
He is told that the Watchtower has great Greek and Hebrew scholars when in reality they do not 
have even one such scholar. The Watchtower is “God’s visible theocratic organization on earth.” It is 
“God’s only channel of truth.” The leaders of the Watchtower are “the greatest religious authorities 
since the Apostles.” To question the teaching or the authority of the Watchtower is to be in danger 
of being disfellowshipped. You are not to read other religious books. All religious issues are solved in 
Brooklyn, and nowhere else can the truth be found.”

Robert A. Morey, How to Answer a Jehovah’s Witness, 13, 14.
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They deny 
everything…
• Deny Christ’s deity

• Deny the Trinity

• Deny personality of the Holy Spirit

• Deny bodily resurrection of Christ

• Deny salvation by God’s grace / the atonement

• Deny Jesus' visible return

• Deny eternal soul

• Deny hell

If you look at what they deny, and believe those things, 
you are solidly in the Christian camp!



JW’s view of Jesus

• Jesus is God's only direct creation.
Everything else was created through 
Christ by means of God's power.

• Jesus is not God but “a god.”

• Jesus did not die on a cross but a stake 
or (single upright post).

• Jesus is also Michael the Archangel.



Bible’s teaching on 
Jesus

• A central theme of the Old Testament is that 
God is the creator of everything that was 
made.

• But the New Testament says Jesus is creator of 
everything that was made.

• Therefore, Jesus is God.



Jesus is not a 
created thing 
but created 
every created 
thing.

John 1:1–3 (NASB)—In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came 
into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came 
into being that has come into being.

Colossians 1:15–17 (NASB)—And He is the image of 
the invisible God (εἰκὼν τοῦ θεοῦ τοῦ ἀοράτου), the 
first-born of all creation. For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have been created by Him and 
for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together.



There can’t be a lessor “god.”

• We are not supposed to worship any other God (Ex. 34:13).

• This is blasphemy, a horrific sin!

• The word “a god” is a mistranslation of John 1.



4 Witnesses
To Jesus being God



The Old Testament says that
Messiah would be God

▪ The Messiah would be the Lord, King and God.

Isaiah 9:6—For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

(Also Psa. 110:1; Isa. 51:11, Zep. 3:14-15; Psa. 45:6; Isa. 42:10; Zep. 3:17)

▪ The promise was that Yahweh/Jehovah, the LORD, was coming to dwell among people.

Zechariah 2:10—“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,” says the LORD.

Leviticus 26:12—I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.

Zechariah 9:9—“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just 
and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.

Also Eze. 37:27; Psa. 68:18.

▪ It would also be Yahweh Himself who would be crucified.

Zechariah 12:10—“… [LORD talking] they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his 
only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.

▪ Jesus claimed to be this Messiah and in so doing claimed to be God.

John 4:25–26—The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all 
things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 



Jesus claimed to be God

1. He claimed to be Yahweh, or the “I AM” LORD of the Old Testament (Jn. 8:58). The Jews 
clearly understood what he was saying because they picked up stones to stone him (v. 59). 

2. He forgave sins. The understood this as a claim to deity (Mk. 2:5-7). 

3. He claimed he should be honored in the same way the Father is honored (Jn. 5:23). 

4. Only God is to be worshiped (Mt. 4:10; Ex. 20:1-4; Deut. 5:6-9) and Jesus accepted worship 
from the disciples (Mt. 14:33; 28:17), the rich young ruler (Mt. 9:18), a leper (Mt. 8:2), a 
Canaanite woman (Mt. 15:25), the women at the tomb (Mt. 28:9), Thomas (Jn. 20:28), a 
blind man (Jn. 9:38), a Gerasene man (Mk. 5:6) and James and John’s mother (Mt. 20:20). 

5. He put his words on the same level as God’s words. He said his words would not pass 
away (Mt. 24:35) and will judge all (Jn. 12:48).

6. Jesus accepted the titles of deity (Jn. 20:28; Mt. 16:17-18).



Jesus’s disciples claimed 
Jesus was God
• John says, “In the beginning was the Word; the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.” (John 1:1)

• Paul says:

• “In Christ all the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form” (Col. 2:9)

• “He is the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15)

• Jesus “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped” (Phil. 2:6)

• Christ is the “eternally blessed God” (Romans 9:5).

• Hebrews says:

• Jesus is the “brightness of His (God’s) glory, and the express image of His person” 

• Jesus “upholds all things by the word of his power” (Heb. 1:3)

• Hebrews applies Yahweh (the LORD) to Jesus, proving that Jesus is Yahweh of the Old 
Testament (compare Heb. 1:8-9 with Psa. 45:6-7 and Heb. 1:10-12 with Psalm 
102:25–27)



History confirms early belief in 
Jesus’s divinity 

• The early church fathers testified to 
Jesus’s divinity:

• Polycarp (AD 69-155)

• Ignatius (AD 50-117)

• Justin Martyr (AD 100-165)

• Melito of Sardis (died c. AD 180)

• Irenaeus of Lyons (AD 130-202)

• Clement of Alexandria (AD 150-215)

• Tertullian (AD 150-225)

• Hippolytus of Rome (AD 170-235)

• Origen (AD 185-254)

E.g., Polycarp: “…believe in our Lord and God 
Jesus Christ and in his Father who raised him 
from the dead.” (Letter to Ephesians, 1.1)

• The belief was formally ratified at 
Nicea (AD 325) but was around from 
the beginning.



JW’s view of Holy Spirit

• They deny the Trinity.

• The Holy Spirit is God’s “active force” 
(impersonal).



Bible’s teaching on the 
Holy Spirit

• Holy Spirit is a person with a mind (Ro. 8:27), 
emotions (Eph. 4:30) and will (Heb. 2:4; Acts 
13:2).

• Romans 8:27—Now He who searches the 
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, 
because He makes intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.

• Ephesians 4:30—And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption.

• Acts 13:2—As they ministered to the Lord and 
fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to 
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.”



JW’s view of 
Salvation

• Salvation is by good works, 
following the teaching and practices 
of the Watchtower.

• Jesus’s death made it possible for 
us to now save ourselves.

• His death washed away Adam's sin, 
so we can now do good works.

• They deny salvation by grace
through faith.



Bible’s teaching 
on Salvation 
• Salvation is only by faith in finished work of Christ 

on cross (Rom. 3:10; 3:23; Gal. 3:24; Eph. 2:8–9)

Ephesians 2:8–9—For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast.

Romans 3:10—As it is written: “There is none 
righteous, no, not one…”

Romans 3:23—for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God…”

Galatians 3:24—Therefore the law was our tutor to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith.



JW’s view of the 
resurrection

• Jesus was raised a spirit being.

• They deny Jesus was raised in a 
physical body.



Bible’s teaching 
on the 
Resurrection

• Jesus was raised in a physical body.

• Jesus said a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones (Luke 24:39)

• Jesus ate fish after resurrection to 
prove he had physical body (Lk. 
24:41-43)



JW’s view of 
Jesus’s return

• Jesus returned invisibly in 1914.

• They deny his visible return.



Bible’s teaching 
on Jesus’s return

• Jesus’s return will be so visible it 
will be like lightning. 

Matthew 24:27—For as the 
lightning comes from the east 
and flashes to the west, so also 
will the coming of the Son of Man 
be.



JW’s view of the afterlife

• They reject immortality of the soul and hellfire

• They deny hell (there will be a resurrection, but 
unbelievers will be annihilated).



Bible’s teaching on the 
Afterlife

• Hell is eternal, conscious torment (Mark 9:47-48; Mt. 13:42; Rev. 19:20; 
20:10)

Mark 9:47–48—And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—where ‘Their worm does not die And 
the fire is not quenched.’

Revelation 19:20—Then the beast was captured, and with him the false 
prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those 
who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Revelation 20:10—The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And 
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

• There is no soul sleep; to be absent from body is to be present with Lord 
(2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:20-22)

2 Corinthians 5:8—We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

Philippians 1:20–22—according to my earnest expectation and hope that 
in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now 
also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For 
to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain…
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Mistranslating 
John 1:1 –
Jesus is “a god”



Mistranslating 
John 1:1 –
Jesus is “a god”

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a
God.

John 1:6 There was a man sent from a God, whose name was John

John 1:12,13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of a 
God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of a God.

John 1:18 No one has seen a God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom 
of the Father, He has declared Him.



Manuscripts have 
“only begotten God”

• This is Papyrus 66 (p66), one of 
the oldest, well-preserved New 
Testament manuscripts known 
to exist. It is dated to AD 200-
225.

• John 1:18 reads: “No man has 
seen God at any time; the only 
begotten God, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, He has 
explained Him.”



Another Early 
Manuscript

• This is Papyrus 75 (p75). Considered 
"the most significant" papyrus of the 
New Testament to be discovered. Also 
dated to AD 200-225.

• Was part of a collection: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John… already by 200 AD.

• It also reads monogenes theos
(“only begotten God”); see right.



Nomina sacra

• The word for “God” is written using nomina sacra.

• Nomina sacra is when the scribe abbreviated 
divine names or titles.

• It is used in John 1:1 for “God was the Word” same 
as everywhere else for “God.”

p75 p66



Mistranslating 
Colossians 1 –
Inserting “other”

?? not here
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False Prophecies
The Watchtower has made many unfulfilled 
predictions about major biblical events.

Deuteronomy 18:22 "when a prophet speaks in 
the name of the Lord, if the thing does not 
happen or come to pass, that is the thing 
which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet 
has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be 
afraid of him.“

Matt 7 - Jesus said you’ll know false prophets 
by their fruit.



Watchtower claimed to be the 
“prophet of God” in 1972

IDENTIFYING THE "PROPHET" –
"So does Jehovah have a prophet to help them, to warn them of dangers and to declare things to 
come? These questions can be answered in the affirmative. Who is this prophet? ... This "prophet" 
was not one man but was a body of men and women… Today they are known as Jehovah’s 
Christian Witnesses ... Of course, it is easy to say that this group acts as a 'prophet' of God. It is 
another thing to prove it…" 

Watchtower,  Apr. 1, 1972, p. 197



A history of false predictions
1874 Christ returned invisibly, and Armageddon began! (Zion’s Watch Tower, 

January 15, 1892, 22)

1889 Battle of Armageddon will end in 1914. (Studies in Scriptures, Vol. 2, 76–7, 
99, 101)

1914 THE WORLD DOES NOT END WITH ARMAGEDDON! (See prediction in 
1889.). The Society later changes the prediction. They began to predict that 
1914 began the “Last Generation” and that some of those alive in 1914 
would live long enough to survive Armageddon and live forever on a 
paradise earth. (The Watchtower, May 1, 1967, 262)

1917 God will destroy “the churches wholesale and church members by millions” 
in 1918. (Studies in Scriptures, Vol. 7, 485)

1918 CHURCHES ARE NOT DESTROYED! (See prediction in 1917.)

1920 Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the faithful prophets of old.…” (Millions Now 
Living Will Never Die, 89–90)

1924 “The year 1925 is a date definitely and clearly marked in the Scriptures.…” 
(The Watchtower, July 15, 1924, 211)

1925 ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB DO NOT RETURN! (See prediction in 1920.)

1938 Because the end is so near, Jehovah’s Witnesses are advised to wait until 
after Armageddon to marry and rear children. (The Watchtower, November 
1, 1938, 323–4)

1941 Armageddon is said to be only months away. (The Watchtower, September 
15, 1941, 288)

1942 Abraham and “those faithful men of old may be expected back from the 
dead any day now.” (The New World, 104)

1943 The end of “Six Thousand Years of Human History” is mathematically 
shown to be 1972. (The Truth Shall Make You Free, 152)

1966 “Six Thousand years from man’s creation will end in 1975 …” followed by 
the millennial reign of Christ. (Life Everlasting in Freedom of the Sons of 
God, 29–30)

1972 SIX THOUSAND YEARS OF HUMAN EXISTENCE DOES NOT END! (See 
prediction in 1943.)

1975 SIX THOUSAND YEARS OF HUMAN EXISTENCE DOES NOT END! (See 
prediction in 1966.)

1988 Jehovah’s Witnesses are reminded “Most of the generation of 1914 
has passed away.” The generation will not pass all away until the end! 
(Awake!, April 8, 1988, 14) (See prediction in 1914.)

1989 The year 2000 marks the completion of Christian missionary work and 
the beginning of the thousand-year reign of Christ. “The apostle Paul 
was spearheading the Christian missionary activity. He was also laying 
a foundation for a work that would be completed in our 20th century.” 
(The Watchtower, January 1, 1989, 12) 
Note: this was quietly altered in the bound volume and CD-ROM 
editions to read “in our day.”

1995 The Watchtower changes the “Creator’s promise.” The word 
“generation” is no longer based on a human life span. (Compare 
Awake! mastheads before October 22, 1995, 4 and after November 8, 
1995, 4 to see how the “Creator’s promise” was altered. See also The 
Watchtower November 1, 1995, 16–20.) (See prediction 1914.)
The Great Tribulation is now declared to be Imminent. (The 
Watchtower, November 1, 1995, p. 19 par. 12 and p. 20 par. 15)

2000 THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY WORK WAS NOT COMPLETED BY THE 
END OF THE 20TH CENTURY. (See prediction 1989.)

2007 The Anointed Class now declared to be open to any Jehovah’s Witness 
who “has determined in his heart that he is now anointed and begins 
to partake of the emblems at the Memorial. (“Questions from 
Readers,” The Watchtower, May 1, 2007, 30–31)
The number 144,000 is no longer taken literally, but symbolically for 
all those who claim to be “anointed ones.”

(June Hunt, Biblical Counseling Keys on Jehovah’s Witnesses)



Beth Sarim

• They were so sure about 1925 
that they even bought a house in 
San Diego for Abraham, Moses, 
David, Isaiah and Samuel!

• 4440 Braeburn Rd, San Diego, CA 
92116



1914 would 
“end” world
governments

Can see sources with free 

download at 4jehovah.org

“...the ‘battle of the great day of God 

Almighty’ (Rev. 16:14), which will 

end in A.D. 1914 with the complete 

overthrow of earth’s present rulership, 

is already commenced.”—The Time is 

At Hand, Studies in the Scriptures, 

vol. 2, 1886, 

1911 edition, p. 101 

https://www.4jehovah.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-false-prophecy/
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Charles Taze Russell 
(1870–1916)

• Founded the Watch Tower Society.

• Issue #1 – Divorced / wouldn’t pay alimony.

• Married Maria Ackley in 1879. She divorced him in 1897. Had 
to pursue him for alimony.

• Issue #2 – Sold fake “miracle seeds”

• Charles Russell was a seller of “miracle wheat seeds”

• He claimed they produced 5x more than any other seeds

• The Brooklyn Daily Eagle challenged his claims, and he took 
them to court in 1913.

• He lost his case after his seeds were proven to be inferior.

• Issue #3 – Lied under oath that he knew Greek.

• Russell sued a Canadian pastor who spoke up about his 
teaching.

• He testified in court that he knew the Greek alphabet.

• In cross-examination, he admitted that he “might make a 
mistake on some of them” and then finally testified that he 
was not familiar with the Greek language (Russell v. Ross, 
1913).
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Tips for Sharing
• Be compassionate and loving.

o “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.” (Mark 6:34) Don’t slam the door in their 
faces; be polite, etc.

• Share your testimony of how you received eternal life through Christ.

o They are trained to not take anything from you. They are trained on every possible response you could 
give (See Reasoning book) But they will listen to your testimony of how you got saved. Tip: what life 
was like, what happened, what like today (emphasize relationship with Jesus and rest).

• Focus on the prophecies that discredit the Watchtower as a “False Prophet.”

o The biggest problem is the question of religious authority. You have no religious authority in the eyes 
of a Witness. Even the Bile has no real authority, because only the Bible as it’s correctly interpreted by 
the Watchtower has authority.

o Must demonstrate that the Watchtower is not trustworthy or reliable.  In 100 years of giving 
prophecies, there’s been a 100% failure rate. A true prophet will be right 100% of the time (Duet. 
18:20-22)
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